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Co-Located Family Law Court/Child Safety Service Pilot
Introduction
To support information sharing and coordination across the family law, child safety, policing and family violence systems, the Commonwealth committed $10.4 million over three years from 1 July 2019 to co-locate state and territory child protection and police officials in the Federal Circuit Court and the Family Court (the Family Law Courts).
[bookmark: _Hlk45102172]The co-location of Child Safety Service (CSS) and Police state officials in the Family Law Courts is intended to improve the flow of information between the Family Law Courts and state and territory investigative agencies, leading to a more cohesive response to identifying and managing family safety issues across the family law, family violence and child protection systems.
Who
There are two Child Safety Service/Family Law Courts Liaison Officers, one located in the South and one in the North/North West.  It is intended that both positions will be co-located in their regional Family Law Courts registry.
What
The key goal of this Pilot is to prioritise the safety and wellbeing of children and families interacting with multiple systems by:
· increasing the timeliness and quality of information shared between the Family Law Courts and state investigative agencies;
· improving the capability of the Family Law Courts to make informed decisions; and
· fostering and improving collaboration, cooperation and understanding between the federal family law system, and state and territory and child protection regimes.


How
The Child Safety Service/Family Law Courts Liaison Officers will support the Family Law Courts by:
· Being available to clarify information provided through formal requests such as 69ZW reports.
· Providing information directly to court officers when requested regarding the extent and nature of ARL and CSS involvement with families.
· Working with ARL and CSS staff to ensure that the reports provided in response to Orders from the Family Law Courts contain the relevant information.
· Assisting court officers to understand CSS interventions and intentions.
The Child Safety Service/Family Law Courts Liaison Officers will support ARL and CSS by:
· Working with ARL and CSS staff to assist their understanding of process within the Family Law Courts.
· Supporting ARL and CSS staff with preparing and reviewing their responses to Orders for information from the Family Law Courts.
· Seeking information from the Family Law Courts in relation to families who are involved with ARL or CSS through notifications, investigations or legal intervention.

The Child Safety Service/Family Law Courts Liaison Officers will also work with other relevant stakeholders such as Independent Children’s Lawyers where appropriate.  It is important to note that the Child Safety Service/Family Law Courts Liaison Officers are not legal practitioners so will not be providing legal advice.
Next Steps
The Pilot has just commenced and over the coming months the Child Safety Service/Family Law Courts Liaison Officers will be in contact with other stakeholders to establish the role and improve the response to family safety issues across the family law, family violence and child protection systems. If you would like to provide input into the Pilot please contact a Child Safety Service/Family Law Courts Liaison Officer using the following contact details.
Phone: 		1300 737 639
Email:			South: CSS.FLCLiaisonsouth@communities.tas.gov.au
North/North West: CSS.FLCLiaisonnorth@communities.tas.gov.au
Department of Communities Tasmania
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